
I’ve attached a pdf of two slides I use in my presentations. The first is the data my lab collected. The second is the ODNR table and information about 

“hot” bananas (Mr. Mansbery’s favorite topic).

Debunking the banana analogy.

Bananas have potassium 40 that decays to calcium and argon, both stable.

Radium 226 decays into radon 222 that decays through a series of radioactive daughters to polonium 210 and lead 210 also radioactive (see attached). 

Aquasalina actually increases in radioactivity over time because of these all the radioactive daughter decay products.

The container I received had 625 pCi/L radium 226 and 516 pCi/L radium 228 (1141 pCi/L total radium) when it was measured.

After a 3 month incubation period (I had opened the container in January), I measured 145 pCi/L of radon (using the Rad7 alpha spectrometer) in the 

headspace of my container of Aquasalina. It continues to generate radon 222. Just this month I measure 165 pCi/L of radon (after it was sealed up 

another 3 months).

Aquasalina is not just a salt brine as it still contains many of the constituents of the oil and gas produced water. Anything in red in the table of results is 

above the US EPA maximum contaminate levels (MCL). The high level of bromide is problematic as it will assuredly get into surface and groundwater 

(sources of public drinking water).
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The main ingredient is oil and gas brine, not ancient seawater

It contains radium 226 and 228.

Radium 226 has a half life of 1,600 years, it decays to radon 222 , which decays to polonium 218, which decays to lead 219. So once the container 

is sealed up, the daughter products make it more radioactive.

Repeated application can lead to a build up of radioactivity.

It contains high levels of arsenic, selenium, iron, manganese, and chromium, in access of the EPA water standards.

The high levels of bromide in AquaSalina could cause issues with drinking water if it got into the source water. The presence of bromide and 

residual organics in the source water results in carcinogenic trihalomethanes being formed during the chlorination process.

Road brine made from calcium chloride should not have those constituents or be radioactive.

The results below are from our container of AquaSalina (purchased at a Lowes in Ohio). The results are in mg/L (milligrams per liter) or ppm. The numbers 

highlighted in red indicate concentrations above EPA standards for water.
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